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What Roles that Familial Relationships Play on Latine Student
Success at Boise State University.
Libbie Luevanos,, Jessica Mueller, Dustin Nguyen, Stacey Pedraza, Catherine Bates, Luke Jones, Vicki Stieha

Introduction
In order to better understand the experiences of Latine
students at BSU a series of interviews with Latine STEM
students were conducted.This study was centered
around the framework of belonging (1) and whether or
not Latine students found a sense of belonging at BSU
and in their respective departments. The study was
carried out by students from BSU LSAMP program
partaking in participant action research. The data
collected in the form of quotes showed several key
themes including strain in relationships due to upward
mobility, pressure to perform, a large role in family unit,
and a search for family-like relationships.

Research Question
What roles do familial relationships play on Latine
student success at Boise State University.

Methods
1.) A proposal was formulated for BSU IRB and
approved.
2.) Interview questionnaire and protocol was developed
3.) Participants were recruited through the LSAMP office
using criterion sampling
4.) Individual peer interviews were were conducted which
ranged from 30-60 minutes
5.) The interviews were analysed using the lens of
empathy mapping (2)

Conclusions
1.) Latine student relationships experience strain as they
obtain upward mobility and higher education.
2.) Latine students are seen as the example to follow for
success
3.) Latine students have a larger role in their family units
4.) On campus organizations help students navigate the
change from a collective culture ,Latine culture, to the
individualistic culture of academia.

Themes

The student testimonials flected the strain students feel between striving for a degree and honoring their family and culture.. More quotes from the testimonials and elaboration on
the themes can be found by scanning the QR code at the bottom of this poster. Key themes that arose from these testimonials included the following:
1.) Strain on relationships when the student experiences the upward mobility 2.) Pressure to perform well academically 3.) Large role in the family unit 4.) Searching for family like
relationships

“Everyone Looks up to me […] the gold standard you should
be like them” - Gamma

“If I do something well I feel no joy and if I do
bad on something I feel devastated” - Alpha
“These people are really like family […] they are here to help you
out […] (they) made me miss Mexico a less - Epsilon

“I’m the only one who speak english […] I need to be close to them to do
paperwork and medical stuff […] I am the only one with a driver's
license. So I have to be the one that drives them around” -Beta

Everyone looks up to me. As you know the gold standard
that you should be like him, you should strive for him.
That's always going to weigh on me - Gamma

